APPENDIX.                                499

classes and of the expenses necessary for the suppression of
crime.

These considerations will justify the importance which
Lord Hobart attributed to the question of raising a tax
which would fall inevitably on the poorest classes in the
Madras Presidency.

Increased taxation of the poorest natives seems to work
in a very doubtful direction, and as if it would necessitate
a further outlay in the future in the interests of an im-
poverished and discontented population. Any proposals
for increased taxation in Madras must now fall upon a
fever-stricken and famine-stricken country. It must be
remembered that the direct cause of starvation during the
recent famine was the high price of food. Food was to be
had in nearly all the markets or bazaars,, but at too high
a price; so that in one sense it was literally a financial
famine. Increased taxation of the poorest classes seems
therefore a questionable weapon for averting the recurrence
of famines in India.